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INTRODUCTION 


Significant progress in library-labor cooperation can result from the special 
effort of the American Federation of Labor *% Congress of Industrial Organizations to 
rally widespread union participation in National Library Week, For librarians in 
thousands of communities National Library Week, to be celebrated April 16-22, can 
provide new opportunities to increase labor's interest in extensive use and support 
of their services and to demonstrate ways libraries can contribute to the trade 
union movement, 


AFL-CIO President, George Meany, has asked all AFL-CIO state and local central 
bodies to cooperate actively with state and local National Library Week Committees, 
Simultaneously, National Library Week Committees have been urged to invite the aid of 
union leaders in planning and carrying out state and local provrams, 


The theme of National Library Week this year is "For a richer, fuller life - 
Read." It will te the keynote of programs in thousands of communities where leaders 
and organized groups of all kinds will unite with librarians to make the public aware 
that reading and libraries are vital supports of daily life, for themselves and for 
their children, 


Librarians can build on this stimulus to create events that will bring trade 
unionists and their families into closer contact with reading and libraries on a 
year-round basis, Contact education, recreation, research and community services 
personnel of union affiliates; discuss their programs and how your services can be 
related. Invite them and other union leaders to tour the library, or suggest you 
give a talk to a union meeting, to explain the varied services of your library. Plan 


a labor display at the library and invite contributions from area unions; this might 
be the feature of an "open night at the library" for union members and their families. 
Be sure community-wide library events, open house, exhibits, forums are publicized in 
the labor press, and publicize library-labor events in the consumer press. Distri- 
bute family reading lists or lists of books in your library labor collection through 
participating unions. 


Above all, trade unionists are citizens; they are fathers, they are mothers, 
They share a mutual concern for free intellectual and cultural climate in which to 
develop a "better-read, better-informed America," 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR AND CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS 


815 SIXTEENTH STREET, N.W. 
WASHINGTON 6, D.C. NATIONAL 8~3870 


November 8, 1960 


Mr. Whitney North Seymour, Chairman 
National Book Committee 

2, West Oth Street 

New York 18, N. Y. 


Dear Mr, Seymour: 


On behalf of the AFL-CIO and personally, I wish you and your committee success 
in the program for National Library Week, April 16-22, 1961. 
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Trade unionists are aware that free, public libraries are an essential part of 
the educational and recreational opportunity which we provide for ourselves in 
America, Workers know that libraries can help us become tetter union members and, 
more importantly, tetter citizens, We believe, also, that ready, popular access to 
significant publications is a necessity for a modern democracy. The contributions 
of our libraries and our librarians are, accordingly, of great importance. 


National Library Week provides an opportunity for focusing attention on the 
great opportunities which libraries afford and the need for adequate support of these 
services, 


Shortly after the first of the year, I shall write to all of our state federa- 
tions asking their cooperation in the state committees planning National Library Week 
observances, At the same time, I shall write our city central bodies urging their 
participation in the programs in their home communities, The AFL-CIO wants the 1961 
National Library Week to succeed. 


Sincerely, 


(signed)George Meany 
President 





Editor's Note: 


In his letters sent on January 3, 1961 to state and local central bodies Mr, 
Meany said in part: "Free, public libraries are an essential part of the educational 
and recreational opportunity which we provide for ourselves in America, They can 
help us become tetter citizens and better trade unionists, They can do these things, 
of course, only if they are used by us. ‘Use! is the key to library treasures, For 
this reason, I urge the members of AFL-CIO unions to make more use of their public 
libraries," 


WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT UNIONS? 


An Exhibit by Labor Education Service of 
The New York Public Library, February 1960. 


The idea of a photographic exhibit had lain dormant ever since I had seen the 
exciting show put on by the Cincinnati Public Library, It came alive when I was 
asked to view the rich and moving collection of pictures which photographer Mildred 
Grossman had taken for The New York Hotel Trades Council, Since this Council cons 
sists of about ten different unions whose members work in the various departments of 
the hotels in New York, these pictures represented a wide range cf occupations, 
When I suggested to Miss Grossman that we use these as a basis for a display of 
labor photographs in the Donnell Library, she was delighted. The litrary's Public 
Relations Department reacted almost as enthusiastically, Space and time were re- 
served in the windows on the street and in many other exhibit cases throughout the 
building. 
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Then the real work began. Selecting the pictures, having some enlarged for 
use in the street windows, discussing the layout with the director of exhibits and 
the art department were among the first steps, It was my responsibility to give the 
exhicvit a consistent theme. This I did through tooks and pamphlets which illustrated 
the pictures as well as the theme, For example, on the outside we had a blow-up of 
a picture of the 1959 Labor Day reviewing stand in which the leaders of the New York 
labor movement as well as of many international unions shared the spot light with 
the Mayor and the Governor. Jack Barbash's Unions and Union Leadership was one of 
the tooks that supplied the caption. Inside, the pictures illustrated union educa- 
tion programs, political action, welfare programs, and activities of individual 
unions among other special phases of union developments, Pamphlets on union pension 
plans, voting, and discussion groups were supplemented by many examples of labor 
mewspapers and magazines, Nine Lives for Labor by Richard Kelly, Seymour Lipset's 
Union Democracy and Labor Education by Joseph Mire were among the titles that helped 
to illustrate the story, 











As the exhibit began to take shape, I felt that it deserved a special send-off, 
I knew that a photographic display no matter how exciting would not stir up either 
the metropolitan or the labor press, Something more newsworthy had to be arranged, 
Harry Van Arsdale Jr., the recently elected president of the New York City Central 
Labor Council and Business Manager of the biggest local in the International Brother-= 
hood of Electrical Workers, seemed the ideal person a round whom to build this event, 
When Mr, Van Arsdale agreed to speak, I asked John M, Cory, Chief of Circulation of 
The New York Public Library, if he would also say a few words. With two such impor- 
tant persons on the program, I reserved the Donnell auditorium and arranged to show 
the newly released Rubber Workers! film, It's a Mighty Fine Union, to fill in any 
time gaps that might occur. Then I tegan beating the drums to be sure we had an 





audience. I spoke at every meeting where I could get the floor, no matter whether 

it was a union, a workers education, or industrial relations session. We distributed 
leaflets, sent out releases and mailed over 1000 invitations to unions, educational 
institutions and former users of Labor Education Service, The result was spectacular. 
The hall, which holds 300 was filled to overflowing by officials and members of 
unions, school teachers, school children, and the general public, 


From then on things took care of themselves, The exhibit, which was on view 
at all times, attracted constant notice and favorable comment. Labor editors widely 
publicized the exhibit as well as the meeting, AFL-CIO News ran a double page spread; 
Electrical Union World ran several stories culminating in a feature story showing Mr, 
Van Arsdale and Mr, Cory viewing the exhibit together with the photographer and the 
labor education specialist; Fred Sweet, Editor of Catering Industry Employee, who 
came from Cincinnati to te at the meeting, ran a feature story in his April issue 
called "A library, a lady and labor," 











While I was struggling to pull the entire project together, to maintain the 
active cooperation of all the people who were helping, to impress my labor friends 
with the importance of this event, I often asked myself "Is it worth it?" A year 
later, I would say "yes." It was a dramatic demonstration of the interest this 
litrary has in serving labor. It publicized the service to labor, students, and the 
public more effectively than ever before, That this publicity was effective has been 
proven by the sudden increase in the demands upon our service not just from students 
or the public but also from management and members and officers of unions. It proved 
that all kinds of people are eager to "know more about unions." 


Dorothy Kuhn Oko 
Labor Education Specialist 
The New York Public Library 
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A LABOR=PENN STATE=LIBRARY PROJECT IN PITTSBURGH 


The labor movement in Pittsburgh and the Carnegie Library System have launched 
a joint program, coordinated by the Department of Labor Education, The Pennsylvania 
State University, which promises to provide an excellent means of promoting workers' 
education in metropolitan Pittsburgh. 


This labor=library program is working on several levels: 


A Labor Collection 





The Carnegie Library is drawing together a basic collection of standard books 
and pamphlets on labor education and industrial relations, to be housed in a special 
library section in the Allegheny Branch Library on Pittsburgh's North Side. The 
collection will also include current labor newspapers, periodicals, and scholarly 
journals. This collection, which it is hoped will be a growing one, is being adver- 
tised as available for use by secondary school teachers in social studies and high 
school students in the public and parochial school systems of Pittsburgh. It is 
available to the general public as well. 


Classroom Space for Workers! Education Programs 





The Carnegie Library is also making available without charge to the Pittsburgh 
labor movement and The Pennsylvania State University, Department of Labor Education: 
a conference room seating 15-20 students; a classroom for approximately 40 students; 
a lecture room arranged for panel discussions and audience participation with a 
capacity of 300; and, for occasional important guest lecturers, a concert hall seat- 
ing 900 e 


This generous offer helps to ease an old problem faced by labor educators in 
the field: when the local union does not have a hall of its own, where shall it meet, 
and how much will it cost? 


The Department of Labor Education, The Pennsylvania State University, has 
already scheduled with the Firefighters, a 20-week course on Monday evenings begin- 
ning September 26, 1960. Plans are being made for a series of general course offer- 
ings to the labor movement. 


Books Programs 





In addition to scheduling normal workers' education classes at the library, 
the Department of Labor Education, The Pennsylvania State University, hopes to 
develop a fund for the quantity purchase of books in both hard and paperback editions 
to subsidize local unions interested in "great books" courses when such unions are 
unable to afford the entire cost of such programs. The Carnegie Library System is 
prepared to administer this fund. 


This Labor-Library~Penn State program has aroused much interest and support 
in Pittsburgh. It seems to solve the problems of "how to bring the member to the 
library," by proposing that regular labor-Penn State courses be offered at the 
library, and by stimulating special reading courses. 


Auxiliary Services 





The range of possibilities for additional services to the labor movement and 
to the community in labor matters has not been fully explored as yet. One of the 
services now being initiated is the development of a kit of materials for individual 
shop stewards for use in their training programs. The kit is being made available 

















“ees 


to Education Committees of Pittsburgh local unions. The "do-it-yourself" materials 
include, among others, AFL-CIO publications: How To Run A Union Meeting, Stewards 
Guide, AFL-CIO Constitution, Film Guide, and the Bureau of Labor Statistics' History 
of Labor. 








Personnel 


The joint Labor-library-Penn State committee instrumental in developing the 
programs includes: Dr. Ralph Munn, Director of the Carnegie Library; Mr. Anthony 
Martin, Head of the Allegheny Branch, Carnegie Library; the Pittsburgh Central Labor 
Union Committee, headed by President John A. Fiegel; the Steel City Industrial Union 
Council Committee, headed by President Anthony J. Federoff; and Charles Steinberg, 
Department of Labor Education, The Pennsylvania State University. 


Charles Steinberg 


Department of Labor Education 
The Pennsylvania State University 


KENTUCKY STATE AFL-CIO SPURS BOOK PROGRAM 


In Kentucky the State AFL-CIO has formed a Library Committee of the Department 
of Research and Education with Nancy Von Bokern of the Retail Clerks as Chairman. 
The immediate goal of the committee is to place books on the labor movement in each 
of 18 established libraries in Kentucky. 


The project received its initial impetus from a course in labor literature 
offered in the Summer of 1960 at the Kentucky Labor School by Dorothy Kuhn Oko of 
The New York Public Library. Soon after, the Library Committee was established and 
letters were sent to all local unions affiliated with the Kentucky State AFL-CIO 
urging their support and participation in the Committee's work. A book list which 
had been prepared by Mrs. Oko was sent to the 18 libraries and they were asked to 
check the list with their holdings, Although it is hoped that the libraries will 
find funds in their budgets to purchase the books they do not have, the Committee is 
asking the aid of local unions in supplementing the libraries! labor book collection 
by donating copies of the selected books. The Committee has also asked for the 
cooperation of all Sentucky unionists in its efforts to raise funds to purchase 
books which will be placed in libraries throughout the state. Already contributions 
have been received from Synthetic Rubber Workers Local 72, International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers Local 369, and Retail Clerks Local 5. 


Another immediate objective of the Library Committee is to stimulate interest 
among union members in reading books about the labor movement. As a first step in 
this endeavor, reviews of labor books are to appear weekly in the Kentucky Labor News. 





As a further extension of its project the Committee hopes to work with local 
school superintendents in placing books on labor in school libraries and to secure 
permission for labor leaders to occasionally address student groups. A beginning 
was made in this part of the program when, in October 1960, members of the committee 
met with Louisville Superintendent of Schools, Samuel Noe, and with the City's 
Supervisor of Social Studies, the Supervisor of Libraries, and the Director of 
Instruction. All welcomed the idea of making labor materials available to Louisville 
junior and senior high school students. The school officials also indicated that 
they would be receptive to greater participation by union leaders in social studies 
discussion programs at the times the classes were studying the labor movemente 

% % % 
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TWO LABOR DAY PROGRAMS 


Madison, Wisconsin 





The Madison Public Library had a special exhibit of materials devoted to labor 
during the month of September 1960, The exhibit stressed the local labor movement, 
but the books included were on all phases of labor organization. In conjunction with 
this exhibit, and for use throughout the year, a special booklist entitled "Labor's 
Role in the Modern World" was issued. It is expected that it will be used consider- 
ably during the high school debate season. 


A library column entitled "The World of Books" has been a regular feature of 
the local union newspaper, The Union Labor News, since January 1960. 








Baltimore, Maryland 





Labor Day, September 5, 1960, was observed by the Baltimore Federation of 

Labor, AFL-CIO, with a Labor Show at the Fifth Regiment Armory in Baltimore. Enoch 
Pratt Free Library, Baltimore's public library, was invited to set up a display for 
the occasion. When the invitation was received, Mrs. Backer enlisted the services 
of the library's Office of Work with Adults. Mrs. lynn Hart of that office, with the 

id of Miss Selma Levin of the Economics Department, arranged a display of books and 
pamphlets that received a great deal of attention from the hundreds who visited the 
show. There were large numbers of book lists to be given away, and arrangements were 
made to send books to the library agency nearest the visitor's house where they could 
be borrowed. 


The display included not only books on labor topics, but also materials on 
public speaking, parliamentary procedure, money management; in addition, there were 
best sellers for recreational reading and books of general interest. 


The show provided an excellent opportunity for furthering acquaintance between 
labor and libraries. 





(Editor's Note: Copies of the Madison booklist "labor's Role in 
the Modern World" may be requested from Bernard Schwab, Director, 
Madison Public Library, 206 Carroll Street, Madison 3, Wisconsin.) 


JOINT COMMITTEE HOLDS MIDWINTER MEETING 


The midwinter meeting of the ALA Joint Committee on Library Service to Labor 
Groups was held on February 1, 1961, at the headquarters of the Chicago Federation 
of Labor, Those present were Roberta McBride, Chairman; Mary Backer, Secretary; 
John E. Cosgrove; Bernard F. Downey; Esther I. Hughes; Richard Kendziorski; Carl J. 
Megels; Dorothy Kuhn Oko; and Bernard Schwab. Irene Peterson, Chicago Fublic Library, 
Was also present. 
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Discussion of the Committee's use of funds available in 1961-62 included 
consideration of items for clerical assistance in preparing the book on library 
service to labor (if its publication is approved by ALA), the printing of three 
reading lists, production of the Newsletter, and reprinting of the Memo. It was 
proposed that a budget request to cover the production of the Newsletter be made 
to ALA, and that the other items be covered with the grant from AFL-CIO. It 
was recommended that a report be prepared indicating to AFL-CIO how its contribution 
to the committee's work has been used. 


Plans for programs at the ALA annual conference to be held July 9-15 in 
Cleveland, Ohio, were presented. Space will be available for exhibits, and Mrs. 
McBride will try to arrange to set up part of her Detroit exhibit showing the work 
of public libraries with labor groups. Arrangements for a tour of ILGWU head- 
quarters are underway, and a dinner meeting has been tentatively scheduled for 
Tuesday evening, July 11. This dinner will honor Mrs. Oko on the occasion of her 
retirement. 


Mr. Downey announced that the next issue of the Newsletter will be a National 
Library Week issue. Featured will be stories showing various aspects of library- 
labor cooperation. Future issues of the Newsletter will deal with audio-visual 
materials and the history of the work of the committee. 


Reports on the three experimental projects on library-labor cooperation at 
Oakland, California, Marion, Ohio, and Hartford, Connecticut, were presented. 
Because the necessary arrangements could not be made to involve Oakland in the 
experiment, St. Louis, Missouri, and Saginaw, Michigan, were proposed as possible 
substitutes. Sufficient headway has not been made at either Hartford or Marion to 
be able to determine the outcome of the project in these cities. 


Names of possible candidates to replace committee members whose terms expire 
this year were discussed. It was proposed that consideration be given to setting 
the term of service for labor representatives on the committee, similar to that 
limit imposed on library representatives. 


A motion was made and passed that a letter of thanks for the hospitality of 
the Chicago Federation of Labor be sent to Mr. Irwin Klass of the Federation. 


NEWS AND NOTES 


A new service in the field of labor research is the University of Michigan 
Index To Labor Union Periodicals (MILUP) which indexes and annotates every major 
story in 41 key union newspapers and journals. There are twelve monthly issues 
with two six-month cumulative issues; the annual subscription price is $125.00. 

The Managing Editor of this new index is Eleanor Scanlan, Reference Librarian of 
the Bureau of Industrial Relations, The University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
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The Industrial Union Department, AFL-CIO, will make available to libraries 
copies of the recent summary report "White Collar Workers In Industry." Libraries 
wishing to receive this report or other publications of the IUD should write to 
Industrial Union Department, AFL-CIO, 815 Sixteenth Street N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 





In April Roberta McBride, Chairman of the Joint Committee on library Service 
to Labor Groups, will set up a Joint Committee display at the Union-Industries show 
in Detroite Anyone having photographs or other items depicting labor~library 
cooperation that might be used in the display should get in touch with Mrs. McBride 
at the Detroit Public Library, 5201 Woodward Ave., Detroit 2, Michigan. 





On November 29, 1960, the Citizen's Advisory Committee for the Elizabeth 
Public Library and The Free Public Library, Elizabeth, N. J., sponsored a program 
on mediation practices for industry and labor. The films "Bark on the Pond," by the 
Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service and "You Are There at the Bargaining 
Table," by the American Management Association were presented for discussione 





If you would like news of yourself, your union, or your library, to appear 
in the Newsletter, please send material to the Editor. Material for the next 
issue should reach the %ditor by March 15. Address: Bernard Downey, Library, 
Institute of Management and Industrial Relations, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, 
Ne Je 
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